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This Addresses given to the 
University of Oxford in the Shel- 
donian Theatre on 27 Feb. 1940, 
and has been reprinted by The 
Times under the title A Conflict of 
Youth 
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attack the first principles upon which European 
life has hitherto been based, the darknesss that 
hangs over Europe seems to me something which 
Milton might have described as darkness visible. 

word for it—by one fact above all. This ‘waste 
land’ in which we live, this European civilization 
in which the lamps are burning dim, has not been 
brought to its present pass merely by the mis¬ 
takes, the pride, and the selfishness of an older 
generation. 

What has, for example, been the driving force 
behind the Nazi movement in Germany? It has 
been German youth. Deliberately deprived as 
they have been of the elements of true judge¬ 
ment, it is they who made the movement and 
who still sustain it. Their point of view stands 
in stark opposition to yours. They do not under¬ 
stand your way of thinking. Your ideals mean 
nothing to them. They have their own ideals, 
which to our minds are distorted and deformed, 
but for which hundreds of thousands of them are 
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youth of Europe is to avoid living always in 
this waste land; and if the European temple of 
civilization is to deserve and win a rekindling 
of the lamps. 

The real conflict, therefore, today is not 
between age and youth, but between youth and 
youth. It is important that this should be fully 
appreciated, for it is the kernel of our future 
problems. I am- not disquieted by the diver¬ 
gences between age and youth. They have been 
with us since the world began. They represent 
an inevitable difference of perspective, but there 
is nothing in them which postulates a fund- 

see it, or if you were to see it as I do, I should 
feel that there was something wrong with one 
or other of us. But there is something sinister 
in the acceptance by the growing generations in 

sharp contradiction to one another, for that 
does constitute a terrifying challenge to the very 
foundations of human thought and action. 

But in this challenge also lies our hope: for 

which it can be countered. It 
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